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Current Human Rights Situation in Argentina 


(D) The following is a summary of the human rights 
situation in Argentina. A more detailed review of 
current conditions is set forth in the attachment. 

Disappearances : Seventeen since February 

1; three have turned up arrested by the GOA, one was 
released, and 13 remain unresolved. The last reported 
disappearance occurred May 13. In 1978, 55 persons 
disappeared per month; in 1977, 180; in 1976, 300. 


BB Accounting for the Disappeared ; The GOA is 
preparing new legislation to shorten to six months the 
time period for declaring presumptive death. Army 
Commander and Junta Member Viola has spoken publicly 
for the first time of the disappeared as "those who 
will be absent forever" and told the Embassy he thinks, 
with rare exceptions, most of the disappeared are dead. 
The GOA has so far refused to provide individual 
accounting. 


■Vi PEN Prisoners : The GOA announced on June 

29 it now holds 1,723 persons under PEN (executive 
detention). It is not clear how many former PEN detainees 
have been freed and how many have continued in prison 
after civil or military trials, but the Embassy and 
the ICRC estimate the total number of political prisoners 
at just under 3,000 in all of these categories. GOA 
officials plan to reduce the PEN category to 800-1,000 
by late 1979; the latter will continue to be held for 
an unstated period. In early 1978, the GOA acknowledged 
that it held about 3,500 PEN prisoners. 
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Clandestine Prisoners : The question of whether 

clandestine prisoners exist in significant numbers remains 
unresolved. If there are, they could number up to a 
few hundred as an outside limit; our Embassy considers 
it unlikely that the number would be that highj He 
have no firm evidence. Fragmentary data, however, suggest 
the existence of at least some unacknowledged prisoners 
and of some small scattered clandestine detention centers 
about to be closed. 

- Right of Option ; Moving at a slow pace, with 

only 18 GOA approvals so far for PEN prisoners seeking 
to come to the U.S. The GOA has approved approximately 
170 applications since September 1977 for all countries. 


fH| Prison Conditions ; The GOA issued nation- 
wide uniform prison regulations in late April and consolidated 
PEN detainees in six facilities. In February, there 
were reports of two beatings (one fatal) and a disappearance 


in prisons and, 
robberies among 


in May, of a number of beatings ancL 
a group of prisoners in transit. 
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W The Judiciary ; The NYC Bar Association mission 
noted that the Executive continues to be uncooperative 
in responding to habeas corpus petitions. The Judiciary 
has made some attempts to force greater cooperation, 
but its effective power remains limited. 


Argentine Attitudes Toward the Human Rights 
Issue : Videla and Viola appear to be trying to carry 

out commitments to us to end disappearances and reduce 
PEN detentions. Hardliners such as General Suarez Mason 


and General Menendez have recently stepped up calls 

for a new GOA offensive to root out "intellectual subversion. 


A political test of strength between these two points 
of view is shaping up for year's end. 


(U) The NYC Bar Association mission noted that 
progress is possible but would come much faster if the 
Argentine legal profession would take a more active 
interest in return to rule of law. 



(0) The Church and some elements of the press 
have become more outspokenly critical in dealing with 
human rights. 
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